Bulletin Arlicle - April 2,2011
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As many of you are aware, I have been asked to take on the role of Parochial Administrator during Fr.
Victor's medical leave. I am happy to assist during this time, which we expect will only be for a
coupie months. For those of you who do not know me, I have been Pastor of St. Mary and St. Henry in
LeCenter for the past 11 years, and have recently taken on the churches in Cleveland and Marysburg.
During the interim here, my role is to work with parish staff and leadership in the administration of
parish affairs. The parish is arranging for priests to cover Masses and other sacramental needs. If you
have any questions, please feel to contact me directly (my email address is below) or through the
parish office.
During this Lenten season, our primary goal through prayer and disciplines should be to draw closer to
our Lord and to grow in holiness. Blessed Cardinal John Henry Newman (180i-1890), an English
convert to Catholicism from the Anglican faith, is an influential writer who stated that holiness is
within reach of every individual, great and small alike. He outlined in his Meditations and Devotions a
simple path to holiness that anyone can follow:

"It is the saying of holy men that, if we rvish to be perfect, we have nothing more to do than to
perform the ordinary duties of the day well. A shorl road to perfection-shod, not because [it's]
easy, but because [it's] pertinent and intelligible, There are no shorl ways to perfection, but there
are sure ones.

"We must bear in mind what is meant by perfection. It does not mean any extraordinary service,
anything out of the way, or especially heroic-not all have the opportunity of heroic acts, of
sufferings-but it means what the word 'perfection' ordinarily means. By 'perfect', we mean that
which has no flaw in rt,that which is complete, that which is consistent, that which is sound--we
mean the opposite fof] 'imperfect'. As we know well what imperfection means, we know by the
contrast what is meant by perfection.
"He, then, is perfect who does the work of the day perfectly, and we need not go beyond this to
seek for perfection, You need not go out of the [ordinary daily duties] of the day. If you ask me
what you are to do in order to be perfect, I say, first - Do not lie in bed beyond the due time of
rising; give your first thoughts to God; make a good visit to the Blessed Sacrament; say the
Angelus devoutly; eat and drink to God's glory; say the Rosary well; be recoilected; keep out bad
thoughts; make your evening meditation well; examine yourself daily; go to bed in good time, and
you are already perfect."
These practices are not ends in and of themselves, but means by which we discipline ourselves and
raise our minds and hearts to God. Are we all able to do these things? I believe so, if we make them
priorities. It's ail about being mindful of God and His rightful place in our lives, and offering to Him
every moment and experience of our life. It's about striving to do our daily duties in the best way
possible, whether as a parent, a spouse, a priest, a student or a worker. This re-orienting of our lives is
the purpose of Lent, and from it comes great fruit!

God bless,
F'r. Chris Shofner
Fr.Chris@hotmail.com
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Brothers and Sisters in Chdst,
Today we commemorate Palm Sunday, also known as Passion Sunday. It is the most holy startto the
most holy of weeks, known appropriately as Holy Week. Today we are invited into Christ's suffering,
beginning with his decisionto willingly enter into Jerusalem to face his enemies and culminating in His
death on ttre Cross. Up to this point, Jesus has escaped arrest and suffering because "his hour had not yet
come" (John 7:30). Yet now His hour has come. He has chosen to give His life for us.
One ofthe unique features of this weekend's Mass is that we hear two Gospel readings, each of which
strike very different tones. One tells ofthe triumphal entry of fesus into Ierusalem to t}e praises of the
people. The other tells how Jesus' enemies succeed in their plotto arrest and put Jesus to death.

We may never have to face arrest and crucifixion on account of our faith, but we certai:rly face other
struggles in life. Jesus teaches us, tlrough his willing acceptance of suffering, that we too must face our
struggles head-on in order to overcome them. Perhaps we consider our challenges to be too greatphysical limitations or illness, mental or emotional challenges, spiritual doubts and fears, losses,
disappointnents and failures. We may be tempted to run from them or try to avoid them. But, like Jesus,
we have the power of God on our side to help us to gain peaceful acceptance of our fiials and to be
victorious over our weaknesses.
As we progress throughout this week, I invite you to be attentive to how Jesus' peaceful acceptance of
His own trials encourages others, including us, to be at peace in the midst of hardship. Put yourself in His
place and ask: How was He capable of such strength and cour4ge? You will find ths answer in His
confident assurance ofthe Father's presence. This is where we find streng*r, courage and peace as well.
The Triduum is tle three days prior to our Easter celebration. These three days mark a single liturgy,
beginning on Thursday and culrninating in the Easter celebrations.
Holy lhursday commemorates Jesus' fi"al night before he died during which he sharedthe Last
Supper with his disciples and washed their feeq grving us all an example of Christian service to
follow - we humble ourselves and stoop down to serve all people, the great and the small alike.
Good Friday commemorates the death of Jesus on the Cross. This is a most somber occasion that we
celebrate, and entering into the sorrow of Jesus' death will allow us to more fully experience the joy
of His coming Resurrection.
Holy Saturday is notto be confirsed withthe Easter Vigil celebration, whichtakes place on Saturday
evening. Holy Saturday, during the day, is meant to be a day of waiting and preparation for the
Easter celebrations. Traditionally, this is the day that fudividuals coming into the Church receive
their First Reconciliation. There is still a somber tone to the day, as the world recognizes that Jesus
lies in the tomb, and the full joy of the Resurrection has not yet been realized.
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The Triduum ends at sundown on Saturday, whenthe Easter Vigil begins inthe most beautiftl liturgy of
the year. We once 4gain sing the Gloria and the Alleluia, and the tone is markedly different from the days
before. We celebrate \Mith ftlI heart and voice because Jesus has risen from the dead aud conquered sin
and death forever. I encourage you, to the e>rtent that you are able, to attend the entire Triduum. It truly
is the high point of our Church year and the heart of our fiith as Christians. We journey together
throughout this Holy Weelq through the sorrortr and rials of Jesus to the glory of His Resurrection. May
this be a most holy time in your heart and soul!
God bless,
Fr. Chris Shofirer
Fr. Chris@hotrnail. com

